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DETAILED ACTION 

This second non-final action is in response to the amendment filed 08/20/2007. In light 
of the applicant's amendments and arguments, the examiner hereby withdraws his 35 U.S.C. 112 
6 th paragraph rejection in regards to Claims 1 & 4-8 and withdraws his objections to the 
drawings and specification. Claims 1-10 are pending and have been considered as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Koo et al. (US- 
6874085-B1). 

Claim 1: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device comprising, 

- "a separating means for separating the medical image into the supplementary information 
and an image body" (i.e. "The medical record 10 is assigned by the computer program an 
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identification code 23, which is concatenated at 22 with both the personal data portion of 
the record 12 and the medical data portion of the record 14, resulting in modified portions 
respectively 24 and 26") [column 4 lines 34-38]; 

- "a transmission control means for controlling the sending means so that the sending 
means sends the supplementary information using a higher security transmission method 
compared to a transmission method for sending the image body" (i.e. "The clinic 
computer system, 20, needs therefore to include software and hardware, for example web 
server 37, necessary to interact with the network (as would be known by one of skill in 
the art). A standard encryption scheme, such as 128-bit secure socket layer (SSL 128-bit) 
can be used during transmission to double encrypt the personal data portion 40 to ensure 
security for transmission") [column 5 lines 39-45]. 

Claim 2: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 1 above, further comprising, 

- "the higher security transmission method is a transmission method that encrypts the 
supplementary information using a more sophisticated encryption method compared to an 
encryption method for encrypting the image body" (i.e. "the medical data portion may 
also be encrypted, typically using a less secure but faster encryption method than is used 
to encrypt the personal data portion, so that the performance advantage is maintained") 
[column 5 lines 26-29]. 
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Claim 3: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 1 above, further comprising, 

- "the higher security transmission method is a transmission method for sending the 
supplementary information using a higher security communication circuit compared to a 
communication circuit for sending the image body" (i.e. "the medical data portion may 
also be encrypted, typically using a less secure but faster encryption method than is used 
to encrypt the personal data portion, so that the performance advantage is maintained") 
[column 5 lines 26-29]. 

Claim 4: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 1 above, further comprising, 

- "a selection accepting means for accepting a selection of a first transmission method that 
encrypts the supplementary information using a more sophisticated encryption method 
compared to an encryption method for encrypting the image body and/or a second 
transmission method for sending the supplementary information using a higher security 
communication circuit compared to a communication circuit for sending the image body 
as the high security transmission method" (i.e. "The clinic computer system, 20, needs 
therefore to include software and hardware, for example web server 37, necessary to 
interact with the network (as would be known by one of skill in the art). A standard 
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encryption scheme, such as 128-bit secure socket layer (SSL 128-bit) can be used during 
transmission to double encrypt the'personal data portion 40 to ensure security for 
transmission") [column 5 lines 39-45]; 

- "the transmission control means controls the sending means so that the sending means 
sends the supplementary information using the transmission method which has been 
accepted by the selection accepting means" (i.e. "The clinic computer system, 20, needs 
therefore to include software and hardware, for example web server 37, necessary to 
interact with the network (as would be known by one of skill in the art). A standard 
encryption scheme, such as 128-bit secure socket layer (SSL 128-bit) can be used during 
transmission to double encrypt the personal data portion 40 to ensure security for 
transmission") [column 5 lines 39-45]. 

Claim 9: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 1 above, further comprising, 

- "a selection accepting means for accepting a selection of a first transmission method that 
encrypts the supplementary information using a more sophisticated encryption method 
compared to an encryption method for encrypting the image body and/or a second 
transmission method for sending the supplementary information using a higher security 
communication circuit compared to a communication circuit for sending the image body 
as the high security transmission method" (i.e. "The clinic computer system, 20, needs 
therefore to include software and hardware, for example web server 37, necessary to 
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interact with the network (as would be known by one of skill in the art). A standard 
encryption scheme, such as 128-bit secure socket layer (SSL 128-bit) can be used during 
transmission to double encrypt the personal data portion 40 to ensure security for 
transmission") [column 5 lines 39-45]. 
Claim 5: 

Koo et al. disclose an image receiving device comprising, 

- "a receiving means for receiving the supplementary information and the image body 
which have been sent by the image sending device" (i.e. " The remote computer system 
50 can be, for instance, a centralized storage facility used to store records from many 
clinics or a computer system at another clinic, which uses the present method to securely 
transfer and store records for patients moving to or being seen by a physician at the other 
clinic") [column 6 lines 16-21]; 

- "an associating means for associating the supplementary information with the image 
body" (i.e. "The medical record 10 is assigned by the computer program an identification 
code 23, which is concatenated at 22 with both the personal data portion of the record 12 
and the medical data portion of the record 14, resulting in modified portions respectively 
24 and 26") [column 4 lines 34-38]. 
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Claim 6: 

Koo et ah disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device comprising, 

- "a separating means for separating the medical image into the supplementary information 
and an image body" (i.e. "The medical record 10 is assigned by the computer program an 
identification code 23, which is concatenated at 22 with both the personal data portion of 
the record 12 and the medical data portion of the record 14, resulting in modified portions 
respectively 24 and 26") [column 4 lines 34-38]; 

- "a transmission control means for controlling the sending means so that the sending 
means sends only the image body" (i.e. "The medical data portion 32 is also transferred 
at 44 from the clinic computer 20 over a data network to the remote computer system 
50") [column 5 lines 48-50]. 

Claim 7: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 6 above, farther comprising, 

- "a recording means for recording the supplementary information in a recording medium" 
(i.e. "In one embodiment, the encrypted personal data portion 36 and medical data 
portion 32 are stored locally in the data storage of the clinic computer system, 20, in, for 
instance, a conventional relational database structure") [column 5 lines 29-32]. 
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Claim 8: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device, as in Claim 6 above, further comprising, 

- "a print-out means for printing out the supplementary information" (i.e. "The user can 
then view 70 the plain text medical record via the Internet browser, typically by secure 
transmission, e.g. using SSL-128 bit encryption") [column 7 lines 16-19]. 

Claim 10: 

Koo et al. disclose an image sending device having a sending means for sending a medical 
image, to which supplementary information including patient privacy information is attached, to 
an external device comprising, 

- "a separating means for separating the medical image into the supplementary information 
and an image body" (i.e. 'The medical record 10 is assigned by the computer program an 
identification code 23, which is concatenated at 22 with both the personal data portion of 
the record 12 and the medical data portion of the record 14, resulting in modified portions 
respectively 24 and 26") [column 4 lines 34-38]; 

- "wherein the patient privacy information is a patient ID" (i.e. "Data 12 relating to the 
personal identity of the patient includes, e.g., the patient's name, address, social security 
number, insurance numbers, date of birth, and other information used to identify the 
patient") [column 4 lines 15-19]; 
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- "the image body is an image frame of one of a computed radiography (CR) device, a 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) device, or a computer tomography (CT) device" (i.e. 
"A referral letter is, therefore, a medical record that can be secured by the present 
method. Likewise, a test result, for instance a digitized image from an X-ray or an MRI, 
will also have information to identify the patient and can be securely transmitted and 
stored using the present method") [column 8 lines 55-60]; 

- "the patient privacy information further comprises diagnosis information" (i.e. "Data 14 
relating to the patient's medical history includes, e.g., name of physician, date of office 
visit, tests run and test results, diagnoses, prescriptions, and other information relating to 
the medical condition of the patient") [column 4 lines 19-22]. 



Conclusion 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9 & 10, filed 08/20/2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 & 5 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Koo et al. (US-6874085-B1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Oscar Louie whose telephone number is 571-270-1684. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami, can be reached at 571-272-4195. The fax phone number for 
Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2100 is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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